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WORKSHOP OFFERINGS 
Workshops  are scheduled for 1 or 2 students at a time.  Workshop dates are 
scheduled individually as mutually convenient.  In addition, prospective students 
can suggest workshops geared specifically to their interests or needs.  
Workshops are typically 8 am to 5 pm.  A list of available lodgings and 
restaurants is available.  In addition to tuition, some workshops will have a 
materials fee, to be determined. 

Title Days Price

SKILL BUILDING

Handtool Sharpening: Sharpening and/or reshaping cutting edge tools in the 
shop (chisels, plane irons, etc.). In-depth discussion of sharpening tools and 
media.  Does not include saw sharpening

1 250

Handsaw Sharpening: Sharpening rip and crosscut panel handsaws.  In-
depth discussion of tooth architecture and tools needed.  Students will bring 
one rip panel saw and one cross-cut panel saw.  We will focus on panel saws 
rather than backsaws for instructional purposes.

1 250

Foundational Woodworking Joinery: We will focus on the three most 
important joints in woodworking:  the two essential dovetails (simple through 
dovetails for boxes, half lap dovetail for drawers), and the mortise and tenon 
joinery used for frame and panel joinery.

1 250

Accommodate Dovetails: Dovetails are not only artistic components of a 
piece of furniture but also intensely functional. What happens if aspects of the 
construction of the piece involve other design elements: rabbets, grooves, 
moldings?  The interaction of each must integrate and this involves some 
changes to the morphologies of the joints.  We will make three corners 
involving the most common details.  These corners will be useful reference in 
the shop to remind you how to alter our construction in each case! 

1 250
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Advanced Dovetails: We will learn modified dovetails designed to address 
woodworking issues such as grooves, rabbets, molding, drawers/boxes with 
bottoms, decorative skirts for cabinets.  The Dovetails include Mitered Corner, 
Sliding Tapered, Half Lap, Full Blind, Half Blind, plus a demonstration of 
several other exotic dovetails.

1 250

Advanced Mortise and Tenon: Students will learn how to make modified 
mortise and tenon joinery beyond the simple frame.  The focus will be on 
mitered corner, splined, pegged, and  wedged joinery suitable for frame and 
panel construction as well as the basics of table/chair mortise and tenon 
joinery, including knockdown joinery.

1 250

Joints That Swing: This will cover swinging joinery which is used in drop-leaf 
tables, and swing-out supports for table leaves: the Knuckle Joint and the 
Rule Joint.  We will make a demonstration of each of these joints

1 250

Bench Planes in the Shop: We will cover the wide range of planes 
commonly used in the shop, including routers, plough planes, bench planes of 
all sizes, block planes, moving filletsters, and more.  The goal is to understand 
what to look for in each type of plane, what the plane is designed to do, how 
to fettle or set up the planes and the approach to sharpening.

1 250

Tools and Fixtures in the Woodshop: Review of common tools and fixtures, 
how they are used on the shop, what to look for when purchasing tools and 
how you can make your own.  We will talk about squares, straightedges (wood 
and metal), bench hooks, shooting boards, and lots of other devices meant to 
improve your work.

1 250

Rough to Ready: This is the process of taking rough hewn or sawn stock and 
bringing it down to a finished dimension suitable for a project.  This skill was 
the first learning opportunity for the apprentice back in the day.  If you are a 
handtool woodworker, this is a foundational skill.  We will discuss the process 
of selecting and breaking down stock, rough dimensioning and then finishing 
out stock.  We will work with axes, drawknives, scrub planes, jack planes, 
jointer planes, smoothing planes as well as essential layout and dimensioning 
tools.

1 250

Striking Handcut Moldings:  Moldings are any decorative edge meant to 
enhance the appearance of a finished project.  We will make moldings in three 
different approaches: using dedicated molding planes, using simple shaping 
planes (rabbets, hollows and rounds, moving filletsters, plough planes) in 
concert to make a profile, and finally using scratchstock to shape profiles 
inside areas inaccessible to planes. 

2 450

Window Sash: We will learn the process of laying out and striking window 
sash in the manner common 200 years ago.  This will involve using dedicated 
window sash planes (cutting both the decorative profile and the rabbet for the 
glass), and mortise and tenon joinery to make a simple four panel window 
sash.

2 450

PROJECTS

Making a Tilt Top Standing Desk.  The standing desk was common in places 
of business for writing on ledgers (the tilting top) and for storage of writing 
material (dovetailed box below).  Desk height fitted to the maker as needed.

5 900

Making a Joinery Tool Chest.  This project is a simple lidded and skirted 
benchtop tool chest, big enough to hold a rack of chisels, two short backsaws, 
three planes down below, and has two dovetailed nesting trays.  The box is 
through dovetailed, the skirt is a molded mitered edge dovetail, the bottom is 
tongue and grooved with decorative beading and the top is a frame and panel 
construction with a raised panel and drip molding.  The chest was designed to 
just be able to be picked up and carried around when full of tools!

5 900



Making the Howarth Bowsaw/Melhuish Coping Saw.  Students have the 
opportunity to make one of two bow saws: a larger bowsaw modeled after one 
made by Howarth, and a smaller coping saw, modeled after one made by 
Melhuish.  

2 450

Workbench Fixtures.  Students will make a set of useful layout and working 
jigs: a bench hook for sawing square or mitered corners in thin/narrow stock, a 
shooting board for planing and/or cleaning up square or miter sawn corners. A 
donkey’s ear for planing mitered corners on skirting, and a series of joinery 
and layout tools including two squares (one joinery and one layout), a pair of 
winding sticks to check for twist in boards, a straightedge, and a pair of pinch 
rods for determining the diagonals for squaring up boxes or frames.  We will 
also look at an additional set of other easily made tools and jigs.

3 600

Memento Box. Students will made a small dovetailed box, with a set of feet, a 
top and a decorative handle.  Students will line the inside of the box with their 
choice of fabric.   The box is meant as a keepsake or special present.

2 450

Making a Cooper’s Brace.  A cooper’s brace was a solid wood tool, no 
plating, with a integrated fixed bit for cutting one size hole.  We will make a 
variation of this, called a pod brace.  This type of brace is very similar to a 
Cooper’s brace, but the chuck is designed to accept wooden pods, each of 
which has a separate fixed bit.  These sort of braces are not meant for heavy 
work, but are very useful for common woodworking drilling tasks.

2 450

Making a Saw Sharpening Standing Vise for Panel or Miter Saws.  This is 
a wooden saw vise, free standing, built to the height of the maker, and to a 
common width of the maker’s saws (22-32” long).  The vise is meant to be 
leaned up against a workbench or clamped in a workbench shoulder vise.  
The clamping action is made with a tapered ramp and beam.  Construction is 
mortise and tenon.

3 600

Making a  Saw Sharpening Vise for Back Saws.  This is a wooden saw 
vise, meant to be set in a workbench shoulder vise.  The dimensions can be 
adjusted to meet the build of the maker, and to a common width of the 
maker’s back saws (12-16” long).  Students will learn to make a turned 
wooden screw to clamp the jaws, and a handcut knuckle joint to open and 
close the jaws.

3 600

Making a Classic Dropleaf Table.  Students will make a simple table, with 
two drop leaves using the rule joint, and swing-out leaf supports using the 
knuckle joint.  The legs will be simple tapered, and the top will have a 
decorative classic profile.  The frame of the table will be classic mortise and 
tenon joinery between the legs and the aprons.

3 600

Making an Open Wallhung Shelf.  Students will make a shallow, open faced 
wall hung cabinet, with two shelves, crown molding at the top, a molded 
mitered skirt at the bottom, and the back made from tongue and groove 
beaded boards.  The carcase construction is with through dovetails.

2 450

PLANEMAKING

Restoring Wooden Planes.  The workshop will focus on restoring wooden 
planes, including replacling missing/broken wedges, flattening a sole, 
tightening up the plane mouth with inserts, appropriately grinding the iron, 
repairing or adding a suitable handle.  All are basic skills necessary for 
bringing old planes to life again!  Ideally students will bring one or more planes 
to work on.

2 450



Planemaking: Converting a Simple Wide Rabbet Plane to a Handled 
Moving Filletster Plane.  Rabbet planes are among the most useful shaping 
planes in the shop.  A moving filletster is a rabbet plane on steroids!  We will 
modify the rabbet to have a sharp, dense right corner using carefully selected 
and glued up hardwoods, add a closed handle, add an adjustable fence for 
width of cut, a depth stop for depth of cut, and a nicker to allow for cross grain 
planing.  All of these are essential skills needed to restore planes to use.

3 600

Planemaking: Long Jointer Plane.  The jointer is a relatively long plane, with 
a tight mouth, designed to generate a straight, flat square edge on stock, or to 
plane a surface not only smooth, but flat along its length.  An essential stock 
for initial dimensioning of wooden stock.  Quartersawn beech for construction.

3 600

Planemaking: Coffin Smoother or Toted Coffin Shaped Smoothing Plane.   
Coffin smoothers have a unique footprint, curved on both long edges to give a 
general coffin shape.  This shape was designed to give the user more 
purchase fore and aft when planing.  These planes were used to make a 
surface smooth, but not necessarily to make a surface flat.  They have a tight 
mouth, a strike button for adjusting the iron, and can be made with or without 
a handle (tote).

3 600

Planemaking: Profiled Molding Plane.  Moldings were typically made either 
with a combination of basic shaping planes (hollows and rounds, rabbets, 
plough planes, moving filletsters, half rounds, side rabbets, snipes and side 
snipes) or with a plane with a dedicated profile that the user liked.  We will 
make a simple profile molding plane (ovolo, cove or ogee), the process by 
which we will learn the basic skills of planemaking, the concept of “spring” and 
the idea of built in depth stops and fences.

3 600

Planemaking: Scrub Plane in British, German or Dutch Styles.  Scrub 
planes are among the most useful of shop planes.  They are used to roughly 
flatten and straighten rough hewn or sawn stock, preparatory to progressing to 
jack, jointer, and smoothing planes to finish out the work.  The British style 
was adopted in America.  There was a distinct European (German or Dutch) 
style of plane for similar use but with variations in shape and handle.  These 
planes hog off wood!

3 600

Planemaking: Make a Pair of Rule Joint Planes for Making the Dropleaf 
Table Joint.  Students will make a matched pair of planes, together which cut 
both halves of the  rule joint used in drop leaf tables.

3 600

Planemaking: Panel Raising Plane.  The panel raising plane is meant to cut 
the decorative edge on four sides of the wood panel captured within a frame 
and panel construction.  This plane is designed to cut a rabbet central relief, 
with a tapered, flat edge.  The plane is like a short jointer with a profile.

3 600

Planemaking: Making a Pair of Handled Tongue and Groove Planes.  
Students will make a pair of matched tongue and groove planes, designed to 
work on 3/4” thick stock but may be used for stock from 5/8” to 7/8” thick.  The 
tongue and the groove are 1/4” width in dimension. 

3 600


